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him above the level of all his contemporaries.    Li
resembled Gordon in his fiery impatience of opposition
in the heat of a dispute or in the pursuit of an imme-
diate  end;   he  was  quick-tempered, unreasonable
and sometimes petulant.     But he was not small-
minded,   and   the   noble   qualities   of   this   gallant
English gentleman were never lost on him; later,
as the wounds which Gordon had inflicted on his pride
closed under the healing hand of Time, he forgot
the bad hours and remembered only the good.   After
his  appointment  to  the  Tientsin  viceroyalty,  the
sordid atmosphere of that hunting ground of place-
men and concessionaires must have served to throw
into strong relief the heroic character of the soldier,
sans peur ct sans reproche.   And Gordon, on his side,
was too great a soul to nurse a long grudge or bear
retrospective malice.    With the continent of Asia
between them, both men could afford to let bygones
be bygones ;  and they did.   Thus, three years after
Gordon's departure from China we find Li citing him
to the Throne in proof of the straightforwardness
and   trustworthiness   of   foreigners.     The   famous
memorial in which this occurs will be quoted in due
course.

Again, sixteen years later, when China was on the
verge of war with Russia, Li Hung-chang did not
hesitate to accede to Sir Robert Hart's advice in
seeking the help of General Gordon. The counsel
which Gordon gave to the Chinese Government on
this occasion, and which was instrumental in prevent-
ing them from proceeding to,hostilities, was unpalat-
ably frank in its exposure of China's weakness. It
did not convince Li, nor cure him, of the personally
profitable folly of wasting money on, warships and